


Top 5 Scents Worldwide

The 2024 Harvard University Global Natural Rare Fragrance
Competition brought together the world’s top perfumers, olfactory
artists, and environmental scientists, each competing to showcase

the rarest and most unique natural scents.

This year’s theme, "Treasures from Nature," challenged participants
to create fragrances composed of over 90% natural ingredients,
capturing the unique characteristics and stories of their native

regions.

The competition’s top five finalists have created remarkable scents
that go beyond mere fragrance, offering audiences a journey
through time, space, and the rarest corners of our planet.

2024 Harvard University Global Rare
Natural Fragrance Competition



Rank Fragra
nce
Name

Fragrance
Description

Discovery
Location

Creator Country Rarity Factor

1 Scent
of

Nebul
a

A fragrance
crafted from
gases and
dust clouds
of distant
galaxies,
with trace
ionic

elements

Mars
Exploratio
n Mission

NASA USA Collected by
spacecraft,
extremely
challenging
to obtain

2 Han ·
Maide
n of
Chang
’an

The
fragrance

combines the
rich

earthiness of
Weiyang (未
央)Palace’s
ancient soil,
evoking the
grandeur of
historic

Chang’an in
China.

Weiyang
Palace
Ruins in
Xi'an（西

安）

Huanyu
Zhang

China This
fragrance is
rare and
difficult to
replicate,
relying on
the subtle
ancient

essence of
the soil from
the Weiyang
Palace ruins,
and it cannot
be fully
recreated
through
modern
synthesis.

3 Breath
of

Glacie
r

The scent
released by
melting
glaciers,
blending
millennia-
old frozen
air and

Greenland Dr.
Ingrid
Olsen

Norway Disappears
as glaciers
melt,

impossible
to preserve
long-term



mineral
particles

4 Mystic
Rainfo
rest
Dew

A fresh
dewy scent
from a rare
plant deep in

the
untouched
Amazon
Rainforest

Amazon
Rainforest

Juan
Esteban
Diaz

Colomb
ia

Rare plant in
protected
rainforest,
extremely
challenging
to access
and collect

5 Breath
of

Deep-
Sea
Coral

The scent of
ancient coral
reefs in
deep-sea

ecosystems,
with faint
sea salt and
plant aromas

Mariana
Trench

Taro
Yamada

Japan Exists only
in specific
deep-sea
regions,
difficult to
capture

As we conclude this year’s Global Natural Rare Fragrance Competition, we reflect on the
incredible journey we’ve shared. This event has not only showcased the remarkable talents of
perfumers and olfactory artists from around the world but has also highlighted the deep

connections we have with nature and the stories behind each unique fragrance.

Each scent presented here is more than just a fragrance; it is a testament to the creativity,
passion, and dedication of its creator. We’ve explored the rarest and most captivating aromas,
from the depths of the oceans to the heights of the mountains, reminding us of the beauty and

diversity of our planet.

Thank you to all participants for your hard work and innovative spirit. Your creations have
enriched our understanding of scent and inspired us to cherish the natural treasures around us.
A special thanks to our judges, sponsors, and everyone who contributed to making this event a

success.




